
new york’s diverse  
muslim community 
listening tour  H  thursday september 15th, 2011
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8:00 Am  (stArt here) 
Schomburg center for  
reSearch in black culture 

11:00 Am 
international high School 
laguardia community college 

1:30 Pm 
lunch at beit el-maqdiS 
iSlanmic center

3:30 Pm (end here) 
new york univerSity 
kimmel center

12:45 Pm 
walking tour of  
bayridge, brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

new Jersey

mAnhAttAn

Brooklyn



muslim PoPulAtion of new york city

estimated number of muslim 
new yorkers 
Source: :  louis cristillo, Phd, teachers college, 
columbia university (august 2009)

Brooklyn: brooklyn has one of the largest concentrations of arab muslims, predominantly around the atlantic avenue area of brooklyn 

heights and boerum hill,  and further south in bayridge, now the most populous arab neighborhood in new york city. bedford-Stuyvesant  

is home to many african-american muslims, while large numbers of muslims from South asia and turkey are found in Prospect Park,  

bensonhurst, brighton beach, coney island and Parkville.

Bronx: Small businesses and “bodegas” run by yemeni immigrants are scattered along Jerome avenue and the grand concourse. neighbor-

hoods with a strong muslim presence include mott haven, melrose, mount eden, mount hope, university heights, fordham, norwood, longwood, 

clarmont village, westchester and Parkchester. afghani, albanian, South asian, and west african muslims (gambia and Senegal) have established 

community mosques, and the South bronx around mott haven is now home to alianza islamica, the new york association of latino muslims.

mAnhAttAn: numerous small businesses operated by arab muslims are clustered in uptown neighborhoods of harlem, hamilton heights, 

and east harlem; these same neighborhoods also have a large residential presence of african- american muslims, west africans (mostly Senega-

lese), and a smaller number of latino converts. two of the city’s most prominent mosques are located in harlem: malcolm Shabbaz on 116th and 

lexington, and the islamic cultural center of new york on 96th and 3rd avenue. commercial enterprises run by South asians, afghanis, iranians, 

turks, and arabs are spread out further south in midtown and lower manhattan, including chelsea, union Square, Soho and the east village. 

Queens: queens is home to large enclaves of South asian muslims, concentrated mainly in astoria, corona, flushing, Jackson heights, and 

Jamaica. a modest number of afghani communities are associated with small businesses and several community mosques in astoria. astoria 

is also home to a growing number of north african muslims—mostly moroccan and algerian, whose numbers are relatively small compared 

to their South asian neighbors and smaller still relative to their arab cousins in brooklyn, but a growing number of north african cafes and  

restaurants suggests emerging properties of ethnic enclave. a substantial guyanese muslim community—one of the largest guyanese diaspora 

communities anywhere—is settled in richmond hill and has several large mosques, one of which is associated with a private school. a small but 

active indonesian community is found in long island city and operates a dual purpose mosque/cultural center. yemeni-run bodegas are found 

further south in ozone Park, well away from the tight business competition of the South asian neighborhoods.

stAten islAnd: canvassing of Staten island produced modest numbers of commercial sites and residential phone listings. this should 

not be construed as evidence of an absence of muslims, however. there are at least eight mosques serving a mixed community of albanians,  

bosnians, kosovars, turks, nigerians, and several arab ethnic groups. the albanian islamic cultural center is one of the largest built mosques in all 

of new york city and it also supports an elementary school on its premises. the presence of these islamic organizations and the modest number 

of small businesses suggests that Staten island is a residential suburb for muslims working elsewhere in new york city or in nearby new Jersey.

estimated number of mosques 
in new york city 
Source: based on nyPd records as reported  
by associated Press (Sept. 6, 2011)

*  residential Sites map: in 1998-1999, a research team of graduate students canvassed nyc and recorded the location of mosques, muslim-owned stores, professional offices, and service 
and cultural centers. residential patterns were extrapolated by mapping the results of a search of telephone book listings associated with common male and female muslim names. 
based on the assumption that these residential telephone listings likely reflect the geographic distribution of residents, the above maps indicate the probable demographic distribution 
of muslims across the five boroughs.

a precise enumeration of religious affiliation is impossible because of federal restrictions on the uS census regarding religion. nonetheless, academic surveys conducted since the 
1990s suggest that the present muslim population in the uS is approximately 5-7 million, a figure generally accepted by most experts studying muslim americans. the population 
estimate of 700,000 muslims in new york city is based on extrapolations of ancestry and country of origin data from immigration and uS census records from 1990 to 2000, and 
combined with recent demographic studies on mosque affiliation suggesting that 1 in 10 muslims in uS reside in nyc. 

of residents in new york state 
are practicing muslims 
Source: Pew forum on religion and Public life

700,000 2501%

in addition to those who are us-born, 
muslim new yorkers come from across 
the globe

residentiAl sites*

  borough boundaries

  Parks

  Subways

   residential Sites (data collected 1999)

l  afghaniStan 

l  bangladeSh

l  PakinStan

l  india

l  indoneSia

l  malaySia

l  iran

l  Jordan

l  Syria 

l  lebanon 

l  turkey

l  egyPt

l  PaleStine

l Saudi arabia

l  morocco

l  algeria

l  tuniSia

l  libya

l  boSnia 

l  koSovo

l  albania

l  azerbaiJan

l  Senegal

l  Sudan

l  mauritania

l  mali

l  gambia 

l  nigeria 

l  trinidad tabago

l guyana

five Boroughs At A glAnce



PArticiPAnt Profiles

the Arab American Association of new 

york a social service organization located 

in brooklyn, supports and empowers the 

arab immigrant community by providing 

services that will help them to adjust to 

their new homeland and become active 

members of american society. its aim is for 

families to achieve the ultimate goals of 

independence, productivity, and stability.

the Arab American family support 

center (AAfsc) provides comprehensive 

social services to arab-american immigrant 

families and children. it addresses language 

barriers, encourages positive leadership, 

and promotes a stronger and more united 

arab-american community. Since the 

events of September 11th, aafSc has given 

greater voice and presence to the arab-

american community by strengthening and 

expanding its programs in several critical 

areas - outreach, mental health, youth 

development, and legal services.

chhaya cdc (chhaya), which means 

“shelter,” seeks to create more stable and 

sustainable communities by increasing civic 

participation and addressing the housing 

and community development needs of  

new york’s South asians, new immigrants 

and their neighbors.

the council of People’s organization 

(coPo) assists low income immigrant 

families, particularly South asians and 

muslims, to reach their full potential 

as residents of new york city. coPo 

empowers marginalized communities  

to advocate for their rights. it provides  

eSl classes, computer classes, legal services,  

youth and women empowerment  

programs. it also helps to build community 

relations amongst muslim and non-muslim 

community groups. 

drum (desis rising up and moving) 

is a multigenerational membership led 

organization of working class South asian 

immigrants, founded to build the power of 

South asian low wage immigrant workers, 

youth, and families in new york city to win 

economic and educational justice,  and civil 

and immigrant rights.

the interfaith center of new york seeks to 

make new york city and the world safe for 

religious difference by increasing respect 

and mutual understanding among people of 

different faith, ethnic, and cultural traditions 

and by fostering cooperation among religious 

communities and civic organizations to solve 

common social problems.

the islamic center at nyu is dedicated  

to fostering a sense of awareness, activism 

and scholarship amongst the muslim 

community both on and off campus. the 

islamic center motivates its membership  

to find new ways of harnessing their resources 

and expanding their relationships with the 

wider community. 

the muslim women’s institute for 

research and development (mwird) 

is a faith-based, multiservice, nonprofit 

organization committed to community 

and individual development. organized 

with islamic values, mwird works to do:  

organize and empower immigrant women 

(particularly muslim women); enhance and 

sustain disaster preparedness and relief 

in the urban environment; service the 

transitional needs of new immigrants,  

and facilitate a greater role for women in 

the public discourse about islam in the 

united States.

the schomburg center for research in 

Black culture is a national research library 

devoted to collecting, preserving and 

providing access to resources documenting 

the experiences of peoples of african  

descent throughout the world.

south Asian youth Action (sAyA!) is the 

nation’s only secular youth development 

organization dedicated to South asian 

youth. its mission is to create social change 

and opportunities for South asian youth 

to realize their fullest potential. Since 

inception in 1996, Saya! has brought 

comprehensive youth development and 

after-school programs to nearly 7,000 

youth across new york city, and an average 

of 600 youth each academic year.

turning Point for women and families 

addresses the needs of muslim women 

and children through crisis intervention, 

individual and group counseling, advocacy, 

outreach, education and training. it offers 

culturally competent services, especially in 

the area of domestic violence. in a safe and 

nurturing environment, turning Point helps 

women empower themselves and transform 

their own lives as well as those of their 

families and children. through partnerships, 

it also aims at mentoring a new generation 

of social workers trained to address the 

unique needs of the muslim community.

women in islam, inc. was established 

to advance the spiritual and intellectual 

development of women to empower them 

as dynamic participants in civil society and as 

advocates for human rights and social justice.

PArticiPAting mosQues

Beit Al maqdis islamic center

iqra masjid community and tradition, inc. 

islamic cultural center of north America 

masjid Aqsa mosque

the mosque of islamic Brotherhood

muslim American society (mAs) 

sPonsors


